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BY BRUCE THORSON

ELLA WooOD NEVER TOLD her daughters.
And secrets aren't easy to keep on Scotland’s
Orkney Islands, where geography itselt under-
mines human conspiracies. In this
virtually treeless errain with green,
iu\\-l'oumg hills, not even grazing she ep
T'ILlI'l.l!L_‘.t' ({8} '\]Ii‘ outl of '-l;:_'ili For lil!l‘_‘.
And in Stromness harbour, where the
SeCret 11&.’:__:.”1- I(%th'\.‘l.']‘([llr'\ SIrects \\“!L;
dlill'lg_’ a L|l].i\ OO Narrow far even

strangers to be discreet

HOUSANDS OF Orknevs sons

.NIt'PPL'Li oft the Stromness quas

and onto Hudsons Bav Com
pany ships bound for Canada. There
they SWung axes sailed York boars
rraded with nanves and builr the com
pany’s fur empire in Rupert’s Land

In the early 1800s, recriitment in-
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tensified when war disrupred shipping
routes in the English Channel, torcing
evervone from Caprain William Bligh
to Sir John Franklin, who was on his
doomed search for the Northwest Pas
\.{I'_'_L'. o ravel lhlntlf_"]: (][']\'lu'_‘..\ \,11'{:
waters, Around the first of June every
summer, a billowing Hag with four
beavers and a red cross signalled the ar
rival of company \Ghl}‘r\ to the 70-odd
small islands that make up Orkney
And each time, 80 or so impoverished
Orkney farmers and hshermen signed
up for the six-week voyage o Hudson
Bayv. The men shipped as steerage
along with penned pigs, chickens and
sheep and the Orkney beet slabs that
hung from the top-mast. In 1818, Bella
Wood's great-grandfather, John Spence.
was among those enlisted.

Of the 400 men working in Canada

tor the Hudson's Bay ( ompany around






