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Dear Folks:

Well another 12 months

: stery but
we have today, thats why &l

", and I do

i the the " pi

wish you and yours all the véry best of health and happiness for
the coming year.,

Weatherwise we had a fantistic sunmer Up our way, but unfortunztely
it did not turn out guite the way that I was expecting. I was play—
ing in our annual Mid-summer Curling Bonspiel (2 good old Scotish
games played with 40 pound smooth granite stones with handles on a
sheet of ice 20 x 150 fest). I had the misfortune to slip on the

ice and break my leg on 4th of July. The only consulation I had was
the fact that my son-in-law, the very next day, tore his Achillies
tendon and so the both of us Had knee high casts on the same leg and
gimped around on crutches, % sat in the shade of the ole apple

tree ... thinking of what kind of a golfing season we could have had.

I did however get caught up with some of my reading, got tvitis and
am a2s pale as a2 spook in absence of my usuzl dose of sunlight, but
got out of cutting the grass, not only at home, but on our place

up the lake at the expense of having to move up to pants that are

slightlly bigger around the aguator.

Joan has been busy with her duties ss chairperson of the building )
comm. of her Church, spoiling her thrae grand daughters in town anmnd & 0
keeping me on the straight ard narrow. on sone weeks, she has threes _
or four meetings to go to ... gand thing that I have a dag and = canarfj
for company. We do " Meals on Wheels " from time to time and the other
day, we got 3 miles out of Lown e & at stopped
50 we had to walk back homs zoro the bridge on the West arm of
Footenay Lake and pick up our Intrepid so we could finish ocur
deliveries. The temmmmmmmperature was close to - 20 ... We were about
ready for Hawaii at that time.
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On special occasions, I sing with the the Church &hoir and then there
is a group of us that entertzin at s private hospital once a manth.
gquite a3 few of them nod off, but the ocnes that don’nt, seem to enjoy
the uplifting experience .... we @ Jjoy ourselves and the hospital
staff keep asking us back. In the few year, we hope to sctivats oupr
harmonica, but

harmonica trio, where I play the 2 ft. long base chor
our soloist has had a complication with his diabetis, =0 we arae i@
waiting for him to. get well. ’

in addition to the usuzl Christmzs i I have bmen involved withk
the Rotary Club, salling Chris support of their Y
Frojects, and have worked the Salvation Army kettle, plus donations
af money{and clothes.

Mow that I am retired I do enjoy cooking Japanese and Chineses shyle
plus making soup and bread funfortunately I enjoy crean SOURSH. . TeExl
belt strainers)
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MaY YGU”ﬁQVE A HEALTHY AND PROSPERDUS NEW YEAR ##sss REGARDE TO ALL
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PREHISTORY

NORMAN LAUGHTON TOLD ME THIS INTERESTIMG STORY AFTER HIS VISIT TO
ORENEY ISLAMDS SOME YEARS AGOD. (A8 & POINT OF REFERENCE, HE IH
RELATED TO JEROME LAUGHTOM AMD I, HIE QLDER BROTHER JOMHNE SIDED

WHILE THERE HE MET AN ARCHIBALD LAUSHTON (ND ATIONY, BUT HE DID
PUT HIM IN TOUCH WITH JAMES LAUGHTON OF EASTE TER OF THE HOLM
PARISH AND IT TURNED OUT THAT HE WAS & DESCENDANT OF JEROMES SISTER.
TAMES TOLD NORMAN THAT HE HAD FOUND OLD RENTAL RECORDS SHOWING HIS
DIRECT LINE ON THE THE SAME FARM OF EASTEREISTER BACK TD THE YEAR
1447 . ;

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE ORENEY FARM NAMES ARE STUDIES IN
THEMSELVES AND THE NAMES USUALLY, CONTAIN AN ELEMENT AS TO WHEN THE

" FARM WAS FIRST SETTELED. FOR EXAMPLE, FARMS THAT END WITH IN LAND,
GARTH, SHAILL AND BISTER A5 IN GRiMBI%TER, KIRBISTER AND MOST LIKELY
EASTERBISTER, WOULD PREHAPS BE THOUSANDS UF YEARS OLD. LEVEN THF

THE ADDITION OF "TON" WOULD ALSD BE USED TO DESCRIEBE A FARM .
HAMPTON ~ A HIGH FARMSTEAD . e
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Y By
it

IT SEFMS THAT THE LAUBHTON NAME HAE CHQNCtD OVER THE coﬁh E OF YEARS,
FROM LAWTFUT IN THE LATE 1400°S TO LACHTAME RBY THE 1500°8 THEN TO
LAUBHTAN AND BY THE MID 1700°S TO THE NAME AS WE KNOW IT TU"DAY

I WOULD ASSUME THAT MOST OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE FHLQND$ WERE
RELATIVELY ILLERATE AND PHONICS IN MOST CASES WOULD DETERMINE HOW
THEIR NAMES WERE SPELLED OR MISSPELLED. PLUS THE FACTOR THAT THE
ORENEYS WERE SETTLED BY DIFFERENT PEOPLE FROM DIFFERENT AREARS. THE
FIRST ENOW INHABITANTS WERE LIKELY THE NEOLITHIC OR STONES ABE PEOPLE,
WHO MIGRQTED THERE FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA TO THE' DRVNEYS AROUT
000 YEARS AGO. SHORLTY THEREAFTER, THEY NERF FOLLOWED BY, THE BROMZE
AGE BEA} ER FOLE WHO CAME TO TRADE THEIR UTENCILES AND "IDOLS. {THEIR
MOST. ENDURING MONUMENTS WERE THEIR CIRELE OF STONES, J dREESTOMEHENGE )
IT I8 ALMOST CERTAIN THRT THE BEAEER FOLE INTERMARFIED WITH THE EARLIER
MEGALITHIC SETTLERS AND IN 80 DOING, CREATED A MORE 'VIBOROUS AND
‘PROGRESSIVE BROUP OF "PEOPLES

THEREAFTER A SERRIES OF INVAS foNq MAY HAVE OCCURRED, EACHSINVASION
BRING @ DIFFERENT TRIBE WITH NEW IDEAS UNTIL SOMETIME AROUND 250 b.c.
THE IRON AGE PEOPLE CAME WITH THEIR IRON WEA AND TOOLS, IT IS
CERTAIN THAT THEY WERE FARMERS RATHER THAN EN AND THEY WERE
FAMOUS FOR THEIR BROCHS OR THICK WALLED CIF “ORTRESSES WHICH
THEY COULD RETREAT TO IF ATTACHED BY THET EMIES. FOR THE! MOST PART,
THESE PEOPLE SETTLED DOWN PEACEFULLY EITHER AS EQUALS OR -OVERLORDS.
INTERMARRIABES BETWEEN THE VARRIOUS TRIEES WOULD HAVE BEEN COMMON, 50
AFTER THE LAPSE OF A FEW CENTURIES, IT WOULD HAVE "N DIFFICULT TO
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE DESCENDANTS OF THE STONE AGE SETTLERS OR THE
IRON AGE RARRIORS. 1T WAS TO THIS MIXTURE GF RACES THAT THE NBME FICTS
WAS APPLIED. ' i

CELTIC MISSIONARIES WERE ACTIVE INMN THE ORENMEYS UP UNTIL THE 9TH
CENTURY, PRIOR TO THE NNORSEMEN (VIKINGS FROM NORWAY) CONQUERING

THE ISLANDS IN THE 9TH CENTURY. THE NORSE REMAINED THERE UNTIL

1468, WHEN THEY WERE TRANSFERRED THE ISLANDS TO SCOTLAND. -wﬁﬁ

S0 WITH THIB BQLEF CQUTINE OF THE PREHISTORY OF THE ORENEYS , ITHEE
EASY TO IMAGINE HOW THE LAUGHTON NAME COULD HAVE BEEN AL1ERbDé
THE COURSE OF TIME i



GOLITRELY GKNOW. . I TRIED TOIGET IN T

JOHN LAUGHTOM SR. (born 1801) DIED BETWEEN 1841 -~ 1851, BUT THE

DEATH RECORDS FOR HOLM ARE EBLANK FROM 1794 — 1854, S0 HIS DEATH
RECORD COULD NOT BE FOUND,

HE AND HIS WIFE JANE or JEAN, LIVED ON_A 52 ACRE FARM CALLED VIGGA,
IN THE COUNTY OF ORKNEY IN 1841 WITH THEIR NINE CHILDREN AND TWD
SERVANTS . HIS OCCUPATION WAS FARMING.

THE NEXT CENSUS TAKEN IN 1951 INDI CATES THAT JOHN SR. HAD PASSED ON,
% THOMAS WAS LISTED AS THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE

JOHN, THE ELDEST SON OF JOHM ANDSJANE LAUGHTON, MOVED FROM THE

FARM (LIKELY FOR ECONOMIC REASONS) AND MOVED TO KIREWALL WHERE HE
BECAME AND ECELLENT CARPENTER, BUT UNFORTUNATELY JOES WERE SCARCE, 80
JOHN AND HIS NEW BRIDE, HATHLEEN! (NEE MURPHY) SAILED FOR CANADA ON
THE 20th OF MAY IN THE YEAR OF THE LORD 1853, FROM GLASGOW TO
MONTREAL , QUEBEC ON THE 8.8. ICA. MY GREAT AUNT JULIA SHOWED i
ME THESE PASSPORTS MANY YEARS 2%2 BUT WHERE THEY (GOT, TO NOBODY. WILL

U%H WITH JQCK?BLACF’IN FLORIA TO
SEE MEAUHE COULD QS“IS? ME WITH THE "L.OCATION OF ANY DDdUMENTS BUT
I FEEL THAT HE I8 NO LONGER NITH’_S.

il *}e\-'

DA .. WELL THEﬁﬁ ARE A ﬁLN REASDNSu &
HOW - THIS COULD HAVE HQPPFNED NEARSSTROMNESS, THERE IS5 A SP T CALLED
VDGiNS WELL, WHICH WAS THE " WATERENG HOLE "'FBR THE HUDSDNﬁb BAY
CDMPQNY s SHIPS FROM 1670 ~ 1891, ‘hUBU CﬁPFAIN“CDOFﬁ VESSELS ‘g
RESDLUTION AND DISCOUVERY TOOK DN 'QTER AT THE SAME LDCATIDN ALso,
EVERY YEAR, THE HUDSGN BAY CDMPANY”AGENT I S[ﬁDMNLL% RECRUITED 5
FIFTY ‘TO A HUNDRED MEN FOR SERVICE IN THE PﬁNAﬁIQN NORTHWEST S COMP ANY
A CENTURY AND A.HALF AGO, SEVENTY=EIBHT PEHCEﬂT OF ALL THE WHITE MEN
;EMPLQYED BY THE COMBANY NERE FROM. THE DR%NEY&E ﬁSD CANADA MUST: HAVE
BEEN WELL KNOW TO THE RESIDENTS UF THE ISLES WHTHERE WAS UESTABES aF
ikt NDR&E WHD MIGRATED FROM DENMARP NORWAY ‘TD SWEDEN, NILLING TO
EXPLORE NEN LANDS. TO ORENEYMEN, THE ISLQNDSGuAVE BEEN FHELR CRQDLF
AND THE WORLD THEIR HOME. THE TEQS HAVE NOT BEEN LIMI 5, BUT

HIGHWAYS TO EVERY QUARTER OF THE GLOBE, IN SQARPH OF A BETTER QUIALITY
OF LIFE, JUST AS THE NORSE LEFT THEIR SEHNDINQVIQN HOMES vYEéRE
BEFORE. :

WHY DID THE LAUGHTDN g SEL&CT car

.~
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Well another 12 months ars & mystery but
we have today, thats why th i ant ", and I do
wish you and yours all the very best of health and happiness for
the coming year.
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Weaztherwise we had a fantistic suUmmar up our way, bul unfortunately
it did not turn out quite the way that I was expecting. I was play-
ing in our annual Mid-summer Curling Bonspiel (& good old Scotish
games played with 40 pound smooth granite stones with handles on a
sheet of ice 20 x 150 fest). I had the misfortune to slip on the

ice and break my leg on 4th of July. The only comsulation I had was
the fact that my son-in-law, the very next day, tore hisz Achillies
tendon and so the both of us Fad knees high casts on the same leg and
gimped around on crutches, % sat in the shade of the ole apple

tree ... thinking of what Lind of a golfing season we could have had.

I did howsver get caught up with some of my reading, got tvitis and
am as pale as &2 spook in absence of my usual dose of sunlight, but
got out of cutting the g ass, not only a2t home, but on cur plzace

up the lake at the eupense of having to move up to pants that are
#lightlly bigger around the aauator.

=

Joan has been busy with her dutiss as chairperson of the building

comm. of her Church, spoiling her three grand daughters in town and
keeping me on the straight and narrow. on some weeks, she has thres _
or four meetings to go to ... good thing that T have a dag and & canary
for company. We do " Meals on Whes] Yofrom time to time and the other
day, we got I miles out of town G & % ++) truck just stopped
50 we had to walk back homs acre b e on the West azrm of
Footenay Lake and pick up our Intrepid so we could finish our
daeliveries. The temmmmmmnperature was close to - 20 ... We were about
ready for Hawaii at that time.

i

On special occasions, I sing with the the Church &hoir and then thers
is & group of us that entertain at sz private hospi Loonce a month.
gquite a few of them nod off, but the t, seem to enjoy
the uplifting experience ... 1okhe hospital
staff keep asking us back. I; o oaotivate
wrmonica trio, where I plav i ey 1 harmonics
our soloist has had a2 complicati iz diabetis, Y OME BTE
waiting for him to get well.

I oaddition to the usual Chriztmas
the Rotary Club, selling Christms
projects, and have worked the
of money and clothss.

involw
support of their mam
kettle, plus donations

Mow that I am retired I do gnjoy cooking Japanese and Chiness style
3L making soup and breasd (unfortunstely T Bnioy CTrRan SoURS.. real
by o 4§

belt strdliners)
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PREHISTORY

NORMAN LAUGHTON TOLD ME THIS INTERESTING STORY AFTER HIS VISIT TO
ORENEY IS5LANDS SOME YEARS AGD. (AS & POINT OF REFERENCE, HE I8
RELATED TO JEROME LAUGHTON ANMD I, HIZ OLDER BROTHER JOMHNS SIDED

WHILE THERE HE MET AN ARCHIBALD LAUGHTON (MDD RELATION:, BUT HE DID
PUT HIM INM TOUCH WITH JAMES LAUGHTOM OF EAST TER OF THE HOLM
PARISH AND IT TURNED OUT THAT HE WAS & DESCENDAMT OF JTEROIMES SISTER.
TAMES TOLD NORMAN THAT HE HAD FOUND OLD RENTAL RECORDS SHOWING HIS
DIRECT LINE ON THE THE SAME FARM OF EASTERBISTER BACEK TD THE YEAR
1467 .

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE ORENEY FARM NAMES ARE STUDIES IN
THEMSELVES AND THE NAMES USUALLY CONTAIN AN ELEMENT AS TO WHEN THE
FARM WAS FIRST SETTELED. FOR EXQ&PLE FARMS THAT END WITH IN LAND,
GARTH, SEAILL AND BISTER A5 IN GH{MBL S TER , “KIRBISTER QND MOST LIKELY
EASTERBISTER, WOULD PREHAPS BE THGU ANDE OF YEARS OLD. yEVEN THE

THE ADDITION OF “TON" WOULD ALSD BE USED TO DESCRIBE A FARM IE.
HAMPTGN ~ A HIGH FARMSTEAD «&;
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IT SEEMS THAT THE LAUGHTON NAME HAS CHANGED OVER THE Codéfs OF YEARS,
FROM LAWTFUT IN THE LATE 1400°S TO LACHTANME BY THE 1500°S THEN TO
LAUBHTAN AND EY THE MID 1700° & TD THE NAME &S WE FNOW IT TO-DAY.

I WOULD ASSUME THAT MOST OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE I“LANDS WERE
RELATIVELY ILLERATE AND PHONICS IN MOST CASES WOULD DFTERMINF HOW
THEIR NAMES WERE SPELLED OR MISSPELLED. PLUS THE FACTOR THAT THE
ORENEYS WERE SETTLED BY DIFFERENT PEOPLE FROM DIFFERLNT AREAS . THE
FIRST ENOW INHABITANTS WERE LIKELY THE NEOLITHIC OR STONE ABE PEOPLE,
WHO MIGRATED THERE FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA TO THE DRVNEYS EEOUT

S B000 YEARE AGBD. SHORLTY THEREAFTER, THEY WERE FOLLOWED BY, THh BROMZE
ABE BEAKER FOLE WHO CAME TO TRADE THFI? UTENCILE AND TOOLS. (THEIR
MOSTOENDURING MONUMENTS WERE THEIR CIRCLE OF STONES, LIKE STONEHENGE)
AT IS ALMOST CERTAIM THET THE BEAKER FOLE INTERMARFIED WITH THE EARLIER
MEGALITHIC SETTLERS AND IN 80 DOING, CREATED A MORE VIGORDUS AND
PROGRESSIVE GROUP OF PEOPLE.

THEREAFTER A SERRIES OF INVASIONS MAY HAVE OCCURRED, EACH INVASION
BRING A DIFFERENT TRIBE NI?H MEW IDEAS UNTIL SOMETIME AROUND 250 b.c.
THE IRON AGE PEOPLE CAME WITH THEIR IRON WES AMD TODOLG. IT IS
CERTAIN THAT THEY WERE Ff§ ERE RATHER THAN M AND THEY WERE
FAMOUS FOR THEIR BROCHS | THICK WALLED CIF L FORTREESES WHICH
THEY COULD RETREAT TO IF aTTACHED RY THEIX EMIES. F THE MOST

THESE PEOPLE SETTLED DOWN PEACEFULLY EITHER AS EQUALS OR OVERLOR
INTERMARRTIAGES BETWEEN THE YARRIOUS TRIE WOULD HAVE BEEN COMMD
AFTER THE LAPSE OF A FEW CENTURIES, IT WOULD HAVE i DIFFICULT

DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE DESCENDANTS OF THE STONE AGE SETTLERS OF
IRON. AGE RARRIORS. IT WAS TO THIS MIXTURE QF RACES THAT THE NAME F1I
WAS APPLIED. A
CELTIC MISSIONARIES WERE ACTIVE IN THE ORENEYS UP UHTIL THE %TH
CENTURY, PRIOR TO THE NNORSEMEN (VIKINGS FROM NORWAY) CONGUERING
THE IBLQNﬁL IN THE 9TH CENTURY. THE NORSE =:wHINLH !l'PF UNTIL |
1468, WHEN THEY WERE TRANSFERRED THE ISLANDE TO SCOTLAMD. fﬁ%

50 WITH THIS BRIEF OUTINE OF THE PREMISTORY OF THE ORKNEYS, IT (LS

EASY TO . IMQGINL HOW THE LAUGHTON NaME COULD HAVE BEEN ﬁL1EhbD}
THE COURSE OF TIME



CLIKELY KNOW. I TRIED TO/GET IN

JOHN LALUGHTORM SR, (born 1801) DIED BETWEEN 1841 - 1851, BUT THE

DEATH RECORDS FOR HOLM ARE ELANE FROM 1794 - 1854, S0 HIS DEATH
RECORD COLLD NOT BE FOUND,

HE AND HIS WIFE JANE or JEAN, LIVED ON A 32 ACRE FARM CALLED VIGGEA,
IN THE COUNTY OF ORENEY IN 1841 WITH THEIR MINE CHILDREN AND TWQO
SERVANTS . HIS OCCUPATION WAS FARMING

THE NEXT CENMSUS TAEEN INM 1931 INDI CATES THAT JOHN SR. HAD PASSED ON,
Z THOMAS WAS LISTED AS THE HEAD F THE HOUSE

JOHN, THE ELDEST SON OF JOHM AND®JANE LAUGHTON, MOVED FROM THE

FARM (LIKELY FOR ECONOMIC REQSDNS) AND MOVED TO KIREWALL WHERE HE
‘BECAME AND ECELLENT CARPENTER, BUT UNFORTUNATELY JOES WERE SCARCE, 80
JOHN AND HIS NEW BRIDE, KATHLEENZ (NEE MURPHY) SAILED FOR CANADA ON.
THE 20th OF MAY IN THE YEAR OF THE LORD 1883, FROM GLASEOW TO
MONTREAL, QUEBEC ON THE §.8. ALICA. MY GREAT AUNT JULIA SHAWED o
ME THESE PASSPORTS MANY YEARS 2?& BUT WHERE THEY GOT,.TO NOBODY. WILL
UQMVNITH JACR*BLACV‘&N FLORTA TO
SEE SEGHE COULD ASSIST ME WITH THE LOCATION DF ANY DOCUMENTS, BUT
THEELSEHAT tHE I8 ND LDNGER NITHA IS .

)
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Wi WE L s THERE ARE A ﬁgw REASON&
TROMNESS , THERE IS A SPGT CaLLED

WHY DID THE LAUGHTON' S SELECT CANA
HOW THIS COULD HAVE HAPRENED. NEA
KOBINS WELL, WHICH WAS THE " WATERING HOLE " FOR THE Huosam‘é BAY
COMPANY'S SHIPS FROM 1670 - 1891, ALSO CAPTAIN COOKS VESSEL'S
RESOLUTION AND DISCOUVERY TOOK ON WATER AT THE SAME LOCATION. ALSO,
EVERY YEAR, THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY AGENT IN STROMNESS RECRUITED

FIFTY TO A HUNDRED MEN FOR SERVICE IN THE CANADIAN NORTHWEST COMPANY
A CENTURY AND ‘A.HALF @G0, SEVENTY=EIGHT PERCENT OF ALL THE WHITE MEN
EMPLOYED BY THE COMPANY WERE FROM THE ORENEYAS. SO CANADA MUST: HAVE
BEEN WELL KNOW TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE ISLES. THERE WAS VESTABES OF
THE NORSE, WHO MIGRATED FROM DENMARK, NORWAY AND SWEDEN, WILLING TO
EXPLORE NEW LANDS. TO ORKNEYMEN, THE ISLANDS HAVE EEEN THEIR CRADLE,
AND THE WORLD THEIR HOME. THE SEAS HAVE NOT BEEN LIMITS, BUT
HIGHWAYS TO EVERY GQUARTER OF THE GLOEE, IN SEARCH OF A BETTER QUALITY
OF LIFE, JUST AS THE NORSE LEFT THEIR SCANDINAVIAN HOMES YEARS

| BEFORE .
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