17 Jan 1999
928 Muskoka Ave
Ottawa, ON, K2ZA 3HS

Dear Ivan:

The chaos of the Christmas season is fading, so I have finally been
able to conduct a proper study of your letter & attachments. I am glad
you have kept me on your correspondence list. Thank you.

First, a bit of an update on this branch of the family. We already
had our four children when we saw you in Nelson. Mary Frances (23 Apr 51)
graduated from Carleton U, in chemistry, became science information offi-
cer for Environment Canada, chief librarian for Fisheries, chief of of-
fice automation research applications for Communications, & is now advi-
sor to the Minister of Industry on aids to the disabled, with a budget to
help Canadian entrepreneurs to invent & produce devices that her national
advisory committee (mostly presidents of, e.g., the blind, deaf, paraple-
gic, cerebral palsy & the 1like organizations) tell her are needed. Loca-
tion—-finding cane, bar code & bill-reading devices, TV captioning for the
blind as well as the deaf, newspaper texts broadcast to voice—synthesiz-
ing computers on the dark lines at the foot of TV pages & so on. She
lives a couple of miles away from us,

David [David Graham] (18 Oct 53) has an MBA equivalent from Harvard
& PhD’s from Princeton in Theoretical Physics & from MIT in Economics. He
is a consultant to governments & major industries on the strategies of
resource development (e.g. North Sea o0il), is married to Debbi Andrews (4
Feb 54), a Harvard MD paediatrician who teaches & practises in child de-
velopment at the U of A. They have 3 children: Donell [Nicholas John Mac-—
Donell] (29 May 85), Stephen [Stephen Frederick Bertram] (19 Dec 87) &
Sara [Sara Juliana Van Wyck] (20 Mar 91).

Brian [Brian Ross] (10 Apr 57) graduated in ROTP from Mechanical En-
gineering at the U of T & is a major in the army currently looking after
postings & promotions of engineering captains & majors. His wife Muriel
Audrey MacRae (12 Sep 56) graduated from the U of T as a dental hygienist
& has practised that profession whenever possible. They currently live in
Kanata, ON & have 3 children: Angela Faith (23 Oct 8l1), Andrew Sean (9
Apr 84) & Amy Rae (1 Nov 86.)

Keith (Keith Stewart) graduated in chemical engineering from RMC &
is currently a major in the Royal Canadian Regiment working on planning
of training policy for the infantry, especially peacekeepers. His wife
Linda Anne Newton also graduated in the following year from RMC & re-
signed her commission as an engineering captain when they could not both
be posted overseas when they had children. Their two are: Alexander Garth
(21 Sep 87) & Jennifer Kate (16 Sep 90.)

My brother Van (Charles VanWyck Laughton) (27 Nov 19) completed law
at Dalhousie U. after 4 1/2 years in the RCNVR in WW II, & married Maur-
een M. Kennedy, also a naval officer from a banking career. Maureen died
this past summer. They have 3 children: Terri Elizabeth (9 Jun 48), mar-—
ried lawyer. now judge, John Kennedy, formerly a nurse in research areas
of the U. Western Ontario hospital in London, 4 daughters including
twins; Geordie Maureen (20 Mar §51), married HS superintendent Earl Far-
rell, HS teacher in Port Elgin, ON, son & daughter; & Richard VanWyck (25
Jul 52), who owns his own consulting business on waste engineering in
Mississauga, married Olga Ognoski, 4 daughters including triplets.

I notice a number of dates missing in your John Hugh lineage.

John Hugh's wife had the nickname Louella; her real name was Louise

Estelle 1 Jan 1986 - 1912,



Fred VanWyck Laughton 1 Nov 82 - 5 Sep 47: owned & operated a gener-—
al [mostly grocery] store in Parkhill, +town clerk 40 years, MLA; Aunt

Myra 3 Jan 91 - 24 Jul 7, maiden name Rogers, was a bookkeeper in a dry
goods store & performed the same function for Uncle Fred.
Harry VanWyck Laughton [? but between Fred & Clair] - 19 Jun S535:

lawyer, senior VP of National Trust

I don’'t know Clair’'s dates; he lived in Royal Oak, Mich., & was, I
believe, a drummer [seller to retailers] for a pickle manufacturer.

Paul was 12 when he drowned at Grand Bend; not a good omen for me!

Louise VanWyck [Tot] Laughton 24 Sep 92 - 2 Jul 85: Harry’s legal
secretary, later social worker; owned & drove first car in Parkhill area

George VanWyck Laughton 10 May 97 - 11 Jun 66: joined Canadian army
1914, became subaltern in the Northumberland [UK] Fusiliers, won MC for
capturing German machine gun nest (750 men) single-handed, buried on the
battlefield by a shell, invalided home, given 2 years to live, hired as
#2 person in the Dep’t of Soldiers’ Civilian Reestablishment [later DVA],
became Director of Circulation for MacLean-Hunter, founder & life presi-
dent of the Periodical Press Association

Bessie, who died at 7 in 1905, was John Hugh’s youngest, except for
Jack who was born in 1918, Edna died at 2 on 24 Apr 1894, presumably born
In 1891. John was born & died in 1881.

My birth date is 8 Sep 1923; Eleanor’s is 10 Oct 1922, My mother’s
was 23 Feb 1897. When she married father, she had been an occupational
physiotherapist, daughter of an 1885 woman MD, Mary Jane Hutton.

Our last correspondent in Orkney, Lily Laughton (Archie’s widow) has
not written for two years, so we are a bit worried. Mary Frances knows
her son, so may be able to find out what’'s going on. I still keep in con-
tact with Norm & Phyl as they migrate around the south-west. Capt. Mike
Laughton [no relation so far as I know] exchanged a series of E-mails
with me [through Mary Frances] a couple of years ago. Lindy Laughton sent
me her family tree from Gilbert on down over the recent holidays.

On the home front, I retired in 1984, but former students found con-
sulting jobs to keep me busy for several years, E.g. manuals and/or book
chapters for the World Meteorological Organization, Agriculture [pesti-
cide data base], & Environment Canada., I am cutting back on do—gooding,
but am still on the Boards or Executives of my own community association,
the Federation of Citizens’ Associations of Ottawa—-Carleton, the QOlde
Forge Community Resource Centre [serves the west end of Ottawal, & sing
in my church choir. Eleanor uses a cane for her arthritis, but is treas-—
urer of her own circle of the United Church Women & on the executive of
the coordinating group for her church. We travel whenever money & en—ergy
permit, e.g. last year from Santiago to Buenos Aires around the Horn, &
group tours of Northern Ireland & the Channel Islands with a week roaming
around Yorkshire by train in between. In April, God willing, we will tour
Sicily & Malta with our favourite company, Horizon,

Now for comments on the massive compilation you were so kind as to
send me. Many thanks.

I have been puzzled by the changing spelling of ''Laughton' from dif-
ferent sources, but I suppose it isn’t too surprising. A book, '"The Ork-
ney Parishes', 1927, by Sir John Sinclair & J. Storer Clouston lists 3
Laughton’s among the lawrikmen [elected constables] for Holm in the year
1674, including, of course, a James Laughton from Easterbister. Eleanor
had an aunt with 3 given names; all 3 are spelled differently on her
birth & wedding certificates. Our own spelling may well be the oldest
because it is the one used in the Domesday book for the gated wvillage of
Laughton in Leicester. It also seems to be the original spelling for the






