Subject: Laughton/MacDonell genealogy 6 Apr 2004

Mary Frances & David have been keeping me up-to-date on the E-mails flying
about, so I have concluded I should stick my oar in too.

First, the clan as they joined the British troops for the American Rebel-
lion all were signed on as McDonell & mustered out as MacDonell. In the
1700's they were Gaelic speakers & couldn’t care less which way it was
spelled by the Sassenachs. The young gentleman were, however, often fairly
well educated, many of them at the Scottish College in Valladolid, Spain.
My mother, Mary Elizabeth, was baptized “McD” but I got “MacD”.

As a general comment, the bits & pieces I have assembled are loaded with
inconsistencies & contradictions. George Van Wyck’s siblings are a case in
point. I have all sorts of paper trails, the family tombstone in Walkerton,
& several funeral cards. Fred, Harry, St. Clair [known as Clair] & Louise
[known as “Tot” for reasons no one seemed to remember] Van Wyck you all
know. The others were: two John’s, both dying in infancy, one 2 Oct 1881 at
1 month & 15 days, the other in 1898; I also have a note of another dying
at 6, but no other trace! Paul, the one who drowned at Grand Bend off the
pier, was 1887 to 1 July 1899, age 12; Edna¥ who died of scarlet fever, was
1894 to 1894 according to the tombstone, “died April 24, 1894, aged 2
years” according to her funeral card; Bessie was 7 Nov 1898 to 26 Dec 1905,
S0 GVL knew her well. Pl Lot libte, lay 27 Yrf894) S 2deye b zeears.)
Richard asks for more on the Laughton brothers. He has covered GVL’s mili-
tary career very thoroughly. GVL joined the territorials [militia] when he
was 14, but his mother ratted on him & he was tossed out as under age. GVL
moved to Toronto with Tot after his mother died & his father “remarried too
soon” in Tot’s very strong opinion, stayed with the HVL’s to finish HS
[Harbord, I think], began to article with Mary as he began his law studies
at U of T before going from the equivalent of the COTC into Active Service
in WW T in his freshman year. I have a dim recollection that GVL met Beth
at the military hospital in Saskatoon when he was the second person hired
for the DSCR [Department of Soldiers’ Civilian Reestablishment = DVA] with
the job of setting up TB hospitals for the returning troops. TB killed more
allies than the Germans. When he was mustered out after a medical board, he
was told by the Colonel chairman of the board he might live a couple of
years if he took it easy - easy was getting married & the DSCR! The same
colonel chaired his board on his reenlistment in WW II & exclaimed, “Laugh-
ton, what are you doing here, you’ve been dead for 25 years!” He joined
MacLean’s, later Maclean-Hunter, after his stint with DSCR & as Circulation
Manager, later Director, he became the leading Canadian figure in that
field. He founded the Canadian wing of the Periodical Press Association,
which set ethical standards for the business, & was its President for life,
even after his retirement. You presumably know lots more about him.

Fred was one of my & Eleanor’s favourite people, kind, a great sense of
humour, & a real charmer. Fred took over the store when his mother died &
his father left the business to become a drummer. He was town clerk of
Parkhill for over 40 years as well as parliamentary assistant as an MLA to
the Minister of Highways. [There is a Laughton township somewhere in the
north, Kenora county, i thinkj I loved to go campaigning with him as a kid
because of the number of different pies at the strawberry socials. I have
his statue of Sir John A., whose hand he had once shaken. Myra, whose HS
Greek texts taught me to read Greek in Grade 8, was his bookkeeper, & I
often spent Saturday evening till after midnight with her at the store.
They had a typewriter on which I learned to type, unfortunately. It had 3
rows of keys instead of 4, 3 fonts on each key accessed by down as well as
up shift. Numerals were upper shift on the top row. It is now in the Carle-






