
Richard
Note
MIC= Medal Index Card
This shows J. A. C. Kennedy qualified to wer the 1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  These related to his service in the CEF Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.



Richard
Note
Kennedy, J.A.C. - entitled to decoration as a result of service with the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. Discharged from CEF-PPCLI to take an officers commission in the British Expeditionary Force (BEF)

Richard
Note
Note the date here is 1919 so this is a record at discharge from the CEF after the war. The date 6/7/25 which here is July 6, 1925 may relate to a later request for a medal?



Richard
Note
J. A. C. Kennedy is now shown as a Captain with the Royal Irish Rifles.  This has the same date of 6/7/25 and so the previous PPCLI sheet may relate to this date, which may be the award of the British War Medal and the Victory Medal for service with the RIR in BEF.



Richard
Note
Here you see his first entry in the Royal Irish Rifles records as a 2nd Lieutenant, dated October 25, 1916 which is one day after he was discharged from the CEF PPCLI to take a commission in the BEF.



Richard
Note
Jack is listed again in February 1917, still as a 2nd Lt. with the Royal Irish Rifles.



Richard
Note
February 1918 - still listed as a 2nd Lt. with the Royal Irish Rifles, but NOTE THAT NOW he is listed in the 8th Service Battalion and not the 2nd Battalion.



Richard
Note
The final listing here is for J. A. C. Kennedy dated April 28, 1918 at which point he is listed as a Captain (* temporary) in the Royal Irish Rifles. This page was published in June 1920 so that would be at the end of the war and after he was returned from POW.



Richard
Note
This is a list of British Officers taken Prisoner of War from August 1914 to August 1918.  This shows he was taken prisoner on April 21, 1918 (which agrees with the War Diary of the RIR) and returned on December 6, 1918.  The War Diary shows how lucky he was to be alive!  The unit was decimated in the next few days.



Richard
Note
This is the War Diary of the Royal Irish Rifles in March 1918.  It shows the events up to and after J. A C. Kennedy was taken prisoner and what happened to the rest of the unit.  The next page shows the date of his capture on April 21, 1918.



Richard
Note
April 21, 1918 and the events leading to the capture - they actually just learn that a lot of officers and men are "missing" after the area is overrun.

Richard
Note
"extremely heavy bombardment"

Richard
Note
"communication with the rear was cut"

Richard
Note
"battalion still holding out in the front line"



Richard
Note
Note the wording here at noon on April 21, 1918 "all were reported missing since this date".

Richard
Note
see last sentence of previous page leading into this page "the battalion fell back and it is believed the battalion were surrounded", so apparently it was known something was happening, but exactly what was unknown!

Richard
Note
The rest of the War Diary pages for this time were attached, but there is no further mention of the "missing officers and men" - however, since we have the Prisoner of War Diary, we can carry on from that time ....








