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Turner and Ketchen would affect disastrously the Second Division and must be
followed by many resignations”. He had “reluctantly” come to the conclusion that
General Alderson was “incapable of holding the Canadian Divisions together”.”
In Ottawa the Prime Minister and his cabinet gave their assent on 26 April and
Alderson’s appointment to the post in the United Kingdom followed.*® For many
years, during and after the war, it was widely believed that the immediate cause
of Alderson’s removal had been the differences of opinion between himself
and the Minister of Militia regarding the use of the Ross Rifle (below, p. 158).
As we now know,* this was not the case. -

General Alderson’s new appointment was to be of brief duration; for in
November 1916 a reorganization of Canadian command in the United Kingdom
terminated his employment. During his eighteen months in command of Canadian
forces on both sides of the English Channel he had made an important contribu-
tion. It had not been an easy task to organize, equip and train the Canadian Divi-
sion in the mud of Salisbury Plain, particularly when so often his views had
clashed with those of the Minister of Militia. Under his leadership Canadians had
sturdily withstood the German onslaught at Yprest, and to him must go no small
part of the credit for building the staunch Canadian force that within a year was
to win its spurs as a corps on Vimy Ridge.® .

The Capadian Government had left the nomination of Alderson’s successor
in the hands of the Commander-in-Chief. He selected a distinguished British officer
and a future Governor General of Canada—Lieut.-General the Honourable Sir
Julian H, G. Byng. Sir Julian was a cavalry officer who at the outbreak of war
was recalled from service in Egypt to command a cavalry division and subse-
quently the Cavalry Corps in France. He commanded the 9th Corps in the
Dardanelles Campaign, returning to the Western front in February 1916 to take
over the 17th Corps.

The Battle of Mount Sorrel, 2-13 June

The beginning of June found the 2nd Canadian Division still in front of St.
Eloi. Major-General Currie’s 1st Division had two battalions in its front line,
which centred on Hill 60, immediately north of the Ypres-Comines railway. The
remaining two miles of front on the Corps left were held by the 3rd Division
{Major-General Mercer), with four battalions forward. This part of the Canadian
line formed the most easterly projection of the Ypres Salient into enemy territory.
The challenge to German aspirations presented by this obtrusion was the greater
in that the 3rd Division’s sector included the only portion of the crest of the Ypres
ridge which had remained in Allied hands 3 tenure which gave the Canadians
observation over the enemy trenches. This advantageous position extended from
a point about a thousand yards cast of Zwarteleen (beside Hill 60), passmg in

® Sir Robert Borden’s Papers did not become available for examination at the Public Archives
»f Canada until 1952,

t Mount Alderson, in Alberta, overlooking the Waterton Lakes, is named after the first com-
nander of the Canadian Corps.
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much of the old line through Sanctuary Wood. Between 2 and 14 June the
Canadian Corps losses numbered approximately 8000; in the same period the
Germans in that sector sustained 5765 casualties.”

Inability to take effective counter-measures because of the Allied superiority
in acroplanes, artillery (40 batteries to 28 German) and supplies of ammunition
was cited by the Germans for their failure to hold their gains of 2 June. They
even judged the weather to be in our favour. “For the continual rain contributed
to the softening up of the troops, which were exposed to heavy fire day and
night.”® It was a meteorological viewpoint which the Canadian veteran lying in
lashing rain in no man’s land until the assault or standing knee-deep in water in
the assembly trenches might find difficult to share. ‘

Consolidation of the new front line began early on the 13th, as did the
enemy’s bombardment as soon as he realized the extent of his lost positions. On
the morning of the 14th he launched two counter-attacks against Mount Sorrel,
both of which were broken up by cur artiliery. He subsequently advanced his
own line to within 150 yards of ours (the average distance which had existed
between the forward positions before 2 June) but made no further move to
rcopen the battle,

Summer in the Salient

The Canadian Corps remained in the Ypres Salient until the beginning of
September—its role “stationary yet aggressive”, Though holding their positions
but thinly the Canadians continued to harry the enemy with bombardment, mining
and raids. A German attempt to recapture The Bluff on 25 July by blowing a
mine beneath our trenches was frustrated when the 7th Battalion, warned by the
1st Canadian Tunnelling Company of the forthcoming explosion, seized the crater
ahead of the enemy. Advanced patrolling entered its third stage on the 29th,
when twenty members of the 19th Battalion raided enemy trenches opposite St.
Eloi in broad daylight to secure identifications and evidence of mine-shafts or
gas cylinders. They killed or wounded an estimated 50 Germans, identified as
Wiirttembergers, and found the suspected gas-cylinder boxes; Canadian casualties
were only minor. Encouraging as this success was, with complete surprise an essen-
tial factor such raids could be carried out at only irregular intervals. On
12 August an enemy attack in company strength at Hill 60 was repulsed by the
60th Battalion, whose “steadiness and tenacity” brought commendation from the
Army Commander. There was warm praise for the support given on the occasion
by the Canadian Corps Heavy Artillery and the 1st Divisional Artillery.®

On the 14th the Canadian Corps played host to King George V and the
Prince of Wales. While the royal visitors looked on from Scherpenberg Hill, near
Kemmel, 6-inch howitzers of the Corps Heavy Artillery and field guns of the 2nd
Divisional Artillery and a Belgian unit under command of the 3rd Divisional
Artillery bombarded the St. Eloi craters. Four days later Canada’s Minister of
Militia and Defence, Sir Sam Hughes, visited Corps Headquarters and the 3rd
Division.* Q! ; .




